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STATE BUDGET, ENVIRONMENT 

1628. Mr B.J. Grylls to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

(1) I refer to the Major Policy Decisions on page 582 showing that $440,000 will be spent in 2003-04 for 
planning the establishment of a new hazardous waste precinct and ask will the Minister list the types of 
waste the Government intends this facility to handle? 

(2) I refer to the Major Policy Decisions on page 582 showing that $2.5 million has been set aside in 2003-
04 for general provision for contaminated sites and specifically the first dot point under Environmental 
Protection on page 65 of the Economic and Fiscal Outlook which states that this will be used to cover 
the initial implementation of the Contaminated Sites Bill as well as remediation costs for contaminated 
sites and ask - 

(a) have sites been pre-determined for remediation; 
(b) if yes, will the Minister list these sites; 
(c) will funds be available for sites as they are identified, on an as-needed basis; and 
(d) if so, how much money is allocated for this purpose? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(1) There may be a wide range of waste types that could be treated at facilities once a waste precinct is 
established, including solid and liquid industrial and organic wastes, and domestic wastes. 

(2) (a)   Not yet.  State agencies have begun reporting to the Department of Environment (DoE) their 
known or suspected contaminated sites.  The DoE and Treasury are currently establishing a 
Contaminated Sites Prioritisation Panel comprising representatives from the planning, health 
and environmental portfolios to review this list and prioritise investigation and remediation of 
these sites, based upon the risks that they pose to human health and the environment.  This 
priority list will be first approved by Cabinet. 

(b) Once Cabinet has approved the prioritisation listing, it will be made public via the 
Contaminated Sites Database currently being developed by the DoE. 

(c) The Contaminated Sites Bill 2002, currently before the Legislative Council, contains 
provisions for a Contaminated Site Management Fund.  Money will be allocated from this 
Fund for the investigation and remediation of sites as they are prioritised.  Where new sites are 
identified, they will be incorporated into the prioritisation list where appropriate, and funding 
allocated accordingly. 

(d) To date, no money has been allocated directly to the Fund, however, individual agencies are 
spending in the order of $50 million in the 2003/2004 fiscal year on investigation and 
remediation of sites. 

 


